Som tidigare meddelats röstade parlamentet i Lettland den 30 oktober
för att frånträda Istanbulkonventionen. Lettlands president skickade
tillbaka beslutet och Soroptimist International of Europe och andra
kvinnoorganisationer protesterade. Eftersom Istanbulkonventionen är
Europafederationens prioriterade internationella instrument för kvinnors
rättigheter är det viktigt att följa utveckling inte bara i Lettland
utan i hela Europa. Här kommer en uppdatering från den 19 november av
det som hänt (på engelska):

The Istanbul Convention is the strongest legally binding human rights
instrument for preventing and responding to violence against women.
Latvia ratified it in January 2024, and it entered into force in May 2024.
30 October 2025 the Parliament voted 56 in favour, 32 against, with 2
abstentions, to withdraw from the Istanbul Convention.
3 November 2025 the Latvian President Edgars Rinkēvičs refused to sign
the withdrawal bill. The President warned that a withdrawal would damage
Latvia’s credibility within the European Union and set a dangerous
precedent as the first time an EU member state leaves a human rights
treaty. Further he said the move could undermine the shared rule-of-law
architecture that protects people’s rights across Europe. He critisized
the government for not having completed the necessary legal groundwork,
creating potential gaps in protection for women and girls. He demanded
that any reconsideration of withdrawal should be left to the next
Saeima, following national elections in 2026.

MPs have since returned the bill to the Foreign Affairs Committee for
additional review, allowing up to one year for amendments. Some MPs have
suggested a national referendum may be required if the issue remains
unresolved. The withdrawal process is thus paused but not resolved.
President Rinkēvičs’ veto has created time for further scrutiny, but
unless MPs who supported withdrawal reconsider their stance, the threat
remains.

The Istanbul Conmvention intends to helping governments strengthen laws,
improve systems, and coordinate services to protect women and girls
which is exactly what has happened in Latvia.
Since ratification the Convention has delivered real, measurable
progress in Latvia, includinga stronger criminal sanctions for stalking,
threats, and violations of protection orders. The introduction of
electronic monitoring for high-risk perpetrators. The criminalisation of
emotional (psychological) violence for the first time in Latvian legal
history. Adoption of Latvia’s first National Action Plan (2024–2029) on
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence.

Widespread false and misleading claims about the Convention have been
spread, many of which
mirror narratives promoted also in other countries.

In Latvia public engagement has been significant and growing. Thousands
of people joined protests in Riga in support of the Istanbul Convention
in early November and Latvia recorded the biggest petition in its
history, urging MPs to stay in the Convention. Civil society
organisations,SIE among them, have issued statements, organised
briefings, and mobilised public support. Also the OSCE has expressed
concern over the impact of withdrawal.

Developments in Latvia are reverberating across Europe. In Estonia MPs
have spoken out in support of the Istanbul Convention, highlighting
misinformation circulating online. In Lithuania, political leaders have
suggested that the country should move forward with ratification. In
several countries, the debate is mirroring wider tensions between pro-EU
democratic actors and others.
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